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PASSING THE TORCH

Over the past two years our membership helped restore 
the Club to its former vitality using social media, e-blasts, 
and newsletters to inform Republicans of what was 
happening in our community politically and to empower 
them to participate in our monthly meetings and special 
functions.  

In December 2013 the club held its first election in over 
20 years where more than one person ran for a specific 
board position to serve our club.  This was not only an 
amazing event, but transformative as well.  We clearly 
demonstrated that open elections increase involvement 
and lead the way to building a stronger Republican Party; 
creating a solid foundation for candidates to build 
campaigns from in the future.  The stalwarts of the club 
who served on the board for years have set a standard that 
the future board must match and exceed.

We need to reflect on what one of the longest serving 
board members stated:  “We can chose to either live in 
the past or learn from the past!”  Those members who 
have served our board represent a deep pool of resources 
to learn from and apply that knowledge to the future.  We 
cannot live in the past because elections are won by 
cultivating the knowledge of the many to achieve the 
objective of a single political race.  We cannot leave any 
stone unturned, shun any group of individuals and most 
importantly we need to remember how diverse our base is 
economically and ethnically.  We cannot afford to permit 
the bias of one to affect the plurality of the masses.  No 
one individual speaks for all of us.  Yet no idea can be 
per used without the seed being planted by an 
individual(s).   Consensus is the strength of NEQRC, not 
individuality.   

We proved this with our outreach efforts to young and 
inactive voters of various ethnic groups and quadrupled 

the membership since 2011, with over 340 members 
participating in our meetings, newsletters,  website and
Facebook Group.  Because we embraced change and new 
ideas our club was quoted in the New York Times, Daily 
News, New York Post, New Republic and referred to as a 
“Renaissance”.  No single person accomplished these 
milestones, but as a group we did.

We connected our new members with longstanding 
members who shared their invaluable knowledge and 
experience to help expand the club.  We became a force 
because as individuals we expressed our ideas and by 
working together we cultivated a stronger, reinvigorated 
party.  The leaders of tomorrow will  have a foundation 
that was established through the club.

With these thoughts in mind, our message to all 
Republicans in the district is to join the NEQRC so you 
can receive email updates and participate in our meetings, 
both in person and online.  We can make a difference, but 
we must get people involved.  

Our first step will be supporting our incoming President 
Kevin Ryan and those board members who were elected 
to serve with him.  All of the incoming Officers and Board 
Members have demonstrated the key to success by 
volunteering their time to keep our party vibrant.  And as 
the outgoing President I could not be any prouder of my 
successor and what he represents for the future.  
Leadership is earned and Kevin definitely has earned the 
right to serve as our President. We met the challenge of 
are Republicans relevant!

 John Watch, President
Northeast Queens Republican Club, Inc. 
PO Box 660132 
Fresh Meadows, New York  11366.  

A Message from President John Watch

Est. 1894
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Our 2013 Christmas Party
Many thanks to all the members who supported our annual Christmas Party, at which our annual elections 
were also held. As always, we had fun with our Holiday Gift auction once again conducted by Third 
President Alan Laufer. In keeping with the Christmas Spirit, members donated food items for City Harvest.

The NEQRC exists because  civic-minded people like you  
choose to get involved by becoming active members and helping 
spread the message. We need the assistance of members, not only 
at our monthly meetings but to be active financially. Your dues 
and contributions will allow us to reach out to more fellow 
Republicans. 
We strive to reach out to all Republicans who would like to have 
a voice in government, including business leaders and diverse 
ethnic groups. Most importantly, we seek the involvement of 
young republicans, as they are the future of the GOP.

Please submit your membership information to Warren Scullin or 
John Watch.

We fully understand current financial conditions and hope you 
will consider one of the following options for dues:
Voting members: $25 per annum
Young Republicans (under 25): free first year, $10 per annum up 
to 25
Receive Newsletter and Meeting Notices: $10 per annum
To support the NEQRC by becoming a corporate sponsor, please 
contact Sal Bacarella. 
Northeast Queens Republican Club, Inc. 
PO Box 660132 
Fresh Meadows, New York  11366            
Please provide:

JOIN THE NEQRC

mailto:arthurscullin@verizon.net
mailto:arthurscullin@verizon.net
mailto:john@uspdr.com
mailto:john@uspdr.com
mailto:SalB@landscapenyc.com
mailto:SalB@landscapenyc.com
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President
John Watch  

 
Vice Presidents:

1st:  Roy Tabita
2nd:  Dennis Saffran

3rd  Alan Laufer

Treasurer:
 Joan Cassidy

Corresponding Secretary:             
  Amanda Ryan

Recording Secretary:
Angela Fristachi

Membership Chair:             
Warren Scullin

General Secretary:
 Kevin Ryan

Sgts. At Arms:
Anthony Ramos

Rabbi M. Pomerantz

Board of Governors: 

Executive Member:
Janet Malone

Justin Alick
Sal Bacarella
Joann DeMartino
Gregory Mitchell
Philip Plasencia
Barbara Tabita

Larry Warsaw
Elio Forcina'    
Hon. Frank Padavan
Sheila Peralta '
Joan Vogt  (District Leader 27th (AD)
Hank Yeh
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Join us on Facebook:
NEQRC 1894

Follow us on Twitter @NEQRepublicans

Visit our website:
 http://northeastqueensgop.com

Send us your comments and articles:
NEQRC1894email@gmail.com

Calendar
Early 2014

Meetings held on the third Wednesday of each 
month at:  
                  Clearview Golf Course
                  202-12 Willets Point Blvd
           8:00pm meeting start (7:30pm coffee)

January 19: Installation of 2014 Officers  

Please join us for our

Installation of Officers
Sunday, January 19, 2014

1:00 p.m.

Clearview Golf Course Club House
202-12 Willets Point Blvd

Bayside, NY  11360

Join Elected Officials, Candidates and Special Guests in 
Swearing in our 2014 NEQRC Officers

Coffee and cake will be served
               
This is a critical year to rebuild the GOP and it starts at the local 
level. There will be discussions regarding how the club can be active 
in the state and national races in 2014.  We encourage all members 
to attend this meeting and to reach out to other Republicans in the 
community to have them attend. After the meeting, a cash bar is 
available so people can mingle and discuss issues. 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/NEQRC-1894/123962881116364
http://www.facebook.com/pages/NEQRC-1894/123962881116364
http://www.facebook.com/pages/NEQRC-1894/123962881116364
http://www.facebook.com/pages/NEQRC-1894/123962881116364
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http://northeastqueensgop.wordpress.com/&region=follow_link&screen_name=NEQRepublicans&source=followbutton&variant=2.0
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http://northeastqueensgop.wordpress.com/&region=follow_link&screen_name=NEQRepublicans&source=followbutton&variant=2.0
http://northeastqueensgop.wordpress.com
http://northeastqueensgop.wordpress.com
mailto:NEQRC1894email@gmail.com
mailto:NEQRC1894email@gmail.com

