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STAYING RELEVANT
Last month, I raised the question of whether we 
Republicans are relevant. It seemed  to resonate, as we 
increased membership 10% at our annual inauguration. It is 
a question we constantly need to ask ourselves as we move 
forward. 2013 is a tremendously important year for the 
GOP, especially here in Northeast Queens. We have a City 
Council seat that we must hold and we also must continue 
to rebuild the party, as we select a candidate for mayor.

The Club has received impressive news coverage in recent 
weeks, including an article by Celeste Katz that even linked 
to our website and newsletter. We are just getting started.

In order to stay relevant, we must not be afraid to discuss 
important issues, especially those that been stolen by the 
Democrats. If an issue is properly framed and our message 
thoughtfully articulated, there is no issue that we can’t 
discuss. 

In fact, we must take on sensitive issues, like race, if we are 
to stay relevant. 

Our General Secretary, Kevin Ryan, is talented at framing 
issues and has done so this month with the lighting-rod 
issue of race, in the context of the recent redistricting of 
the City Council. These are discussions that our Club and 
our party need to have, not dodge and allow the Democrats 
to own.

I ask you to read his piece on race and redistricting and 
submit your commentary on Facebook and our website.

Northeast Queens Republican Club, Inc. 
PO Box 660132 
Fresh Meadows, New York  11366.  

john@uspdr.com,  NEQRC2013@gmail.com

A Message from President John Watch

Est. 1894

Redistricting, Race and Individual Freedom    By Kevin J. Ryan, NEQRC General Secretary

In recent months, Democrats have diverted the nation’s 
attention away from serious issues like spending, the 
economy and national security and focused the public 
discourse on topics like birth control, feminism, civil 
rights and gun control. The “progressive” Left’s desire to 
regress to the hot topics of the 1960’s is no surprise. They 
don’t want voters looking at their taxes, the nation’s credit 
rating or the root causes of mass shootings. Instead, they 
want to distract voters by convincing them that 
Republicans are sexist, racist, dinosaurs who want to 
oppress women and minorities. At the moment, the 
Democrats have largely succeeded but the news isn’t all 
bad. We can find an example of the Left’s favorite fall-
back deception failing right here in Northeast Queens: 
race.

In the recent redrawing of City Council District 19, some 
tried to focus the discussion on race. The purpose of 

rezoning is to keep voters with common interests 
together, so they can be effectively represented in 
government.  

As Council Member Halloran said, the current plan keeps 
neighborhoods together as most residents asked, and is 
therefore a tremendous improvement over an earlier plan 
that pushed Broadway-Flushing into a district with mostly 
apartment buildings. Redistricting is supposed to be 
about what people have in common, not their differences. 
Those who wanted it to be about race got it wrong. They 
could never have been right, because the US Supreme 
Court said that lines must not be drawn according only to 
race. Not only is it not what the Voter Rights Act meant, 
but it's also unconstitutional. For the most part, the new 
lines are in step with Council Member Dan Halloran, the 
civic associations, the zip codes and the United States 
Supreme Court.                  (Cont’d on Page 2)

http://www.nydailynews.com/blogs/dailypolitics/2013/01/as-daily-news-kicks-off-2013-mayoral-debate-series-joe-lhota-goes-on-the-stump
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Redistricting, Race and Individual Freedom (Cont’d)
The opposition was comprised mostly of people who can’t 
see past race and opportunists who would use them for 
political gain.

To assume that all people from the same continent all 
have the same opinions, interests and aspirations is deeply 
ignorant. Korean Americans and, Indian Americans and 
Chinese Americans, for example, each have a distinct 
culture, beyond being “Asian.” Lumping them together is 
insulting to those cultures.

To assume that all people of the same ancestry or from the 
same nation have the same political views is racist. It 
assumes a sort of collectivism, which contradicts any 
notion of individual freedom or dignity of the human 
person. It suggests that individuals cannot think for 
themselves, because their opinions are dictated by their 
ethnicity. This is the problem with trying to create 
districts based on race alone.

A single Chinese American man in his mid-twenties who 
lives in an apartment in Mitchell  Linden and works for an 
advertising company and a Chinese American father of 
three in his fifties who lives in a house in Broadway-
Flushing do not necessarily have the same views and 
interests. It is racist to assume they must.

Democrats have traditionally won over immigrant voters 
by demonizing Republicans and tricking them into 
thinking that Democrats care about them. My ancestors, 
like many in New York’s history, were probably also 
similarly hoodwinked. But as they learned more and 
worked hard to earn a better life here, they grew out of it. 
We need to help the thousands of new immigrants in 
Queens whose values are the same as ours do the same. 

Many Korean Americans, for example, who go to church 
and believe in the traditional family unit, are Republicans 
who just don’t yet know it. Many immigrants also own 
small businesses and certainly have an interest in lower 
taxes and reasonable regulation. Many of them also work 
terribly hard to provide a 
quality education for their 
children and share our belief 
in equa l oppor tun i ty. 
Republicans must continue to 
recognize and respect each 
d i s t inct cu l ture , whi l e 
appealing to all  those who 
share our core beliefs.

The NEQRC exists because  civic-minded people like you  
choose to get involved by becoming active members and helping 
spread the message. We need the assistance of members, not only 
at our monthly meetings but to be active financially. Your dues 
and contributions will allow us to reach out to more fellow 
Republicans. 
We strive to reach out to all Republicans who would like to have 
a voice in government, including business leaders and diverse 
ethnic groups. Most importantly, we seek the involvement of 
young republicans, as they are the future of the GOP.

Please submit your membership information to Warren Scullin or 
John Watch.

We fully understand current financial conditions and hope you 
will consider one of the following options for dues:
Voting members: $25 per annum
Young Republicans (under 25): free first year, $10 per annum up 
to 25
Receive Newsletter and Meeting Notices: $10 per annum
To support the NEQRC by becoming a corporate sponsor, please 
contact Sal Bacarella. 
Northeast Queens Republican Club, Inc. 
PO Box 660132 
Fresh Meadows, New York  11366            
Please provide:

JOIN THE NEQRC

NEQRC members Sunny Hahn, Hank Yeh 
and City King at our February meeting

mailto:arthurscullin@verizon.net
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President
John Watch  

 
Vice Presidents:

1st:  Roy Tabita
2nd:  Dennis Saffran

3rd  Alan Laufer

Treasurer:
 Joan Cassidy

Corresponding Secretary:             
  Amanda Ryan

Recording Secretary:
Angela Fristachi

Membership Chair:             
Warren Scullin

General Secretary:
 Kevin Ryan

Sgts. At Arms:
Anthony Ramos

Rabbi M. Pomerantz

Board of Governors: 

Executive Member:
Janet Malone

Photos by John Scandalios

Justin Alick
Sal Bacarella
Joann DeMartino
Gregory Mitchell
Philip Plasencia
Barbara Tabita

Larry Warsaw
Elio Forcina'    
Hon. Frank Padavan
Sheila Peralta '
Joan Vogt  (District Leader 27th (AD)
Hank Yeh
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Calendar
Winter/Spring 2013

Meetings held on the third Wednesday of each 
month at:  
                  Clearview Golf Course
                  202-12 Willets Point Blvd
           8:00pm meeting start (7:30pm coffee)

March 20:  Guest Speaker: Mayoral Candidate Tom Allon

March 23: Family Easter Egg Hunt 

April 17:  Guest Speakers: Mayoral Candidates George 
McDonald and John Catsimatidis

May 15:  Spring Golf Outing, Mayoral Candidate Night

June 19:  Summer Barbecue- Beer and Hamburger night 
for all members (free event)

September 18:  Election Season Begins, Panel of 
Members to Debate Citywide Issues

October 16:  Final Push- Organizational Meeting and 
Candidate Meeting to discuss final three weeks of Election

October 26/27:  5th Annual Halloween Event at Bowne 
Park sponsored by Garden Works

November 20:   Presentation of 2014 Officers and 
Election Recap with a Special Thanksgiving Treat

December 14:    Breakfast with Santa

December 18:    Annual Christmas Party

Join us on Facebook:
NEQRC 1894
Follow us on Twitter @NEQRepublicans
Visit our website:
 http://northeastqueensgop.com
Send us your comments and articles:
NEQRC1894email@gmail.com

Council Member Dan Halloran held a press 
conference  outside his District Office in 
Whitestone to inform homeowners about 
the Depar tment o f Env i ronmenta l 
Protection’s (DEP) new Ser vice Line 
Protection Programs. These programs are 
designed to provide an insurance policy that 
covers the homeowner’s cost of repair to 
private water and sewer lines. 

Homeowners are responsible for their 
private water and sewer lines between the 
City main, located in the middle of most 
streets, and the connection to their home. 
This means that water or sewer line breaks 
under the street or sidewalk may be the 
responsibility of the homeowner. These 
repairs are usually very costly and must be 
made immediately, or water service could be 

lost for the entire block and homes or 
infrastructure can be seriously damaged.

Council Member Halloran’s office has 
received numerous calls from constituents, 
inquiring about the legitimacy of the 
program and how it works.

Halloran commented, “We’ve all worked so 
hard to have our homes in this community 
and we all want to protect our homes from 
expensive, unexpected damage. Private water 
or sewer line breaks can cost homeowners 
anywhere from $3000 to $8000. Even a 
simple water line leak is hundreds of dollars. 
In this tough economy, I don’t know any 
homeowner who has $8000 to spare. 
Damage to these lines can be the result of 
wear and tear, tree roots, heavy vehicle 
traffic or nearby construction,” said 

Hal loran. “Like any other insurance 
program, the Service Line Protection 
Program could save you a lot of money.”

Council Member Halloran indicated that he 
will enroll in the program, to insure his 
home in the Broadway -Flush ing 
neighborhood.

Council Member Halloran Advises Homeowners about New Water and Sewer Insurance

2013 NEQRP officers sworn in by Council Member Dan Halloran 
and Republican mayoral candidate Joe Lhota, with Senator Frank 
Padavan and Congressional candidate Stephen LaBate

Photo by Victor Mimoni
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